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Glossary of Botanical Terms:

abaxial – Said of a surface that faces away from the axis of the structure to which it is attached.
adaxial – Said of a surface that faces toward the axis of the structure to which it is attached.
axis – The central part of a longitudinal support, commonly of a stem or inflorescence, on which organs 
     or parts are arranged.
blade – The expanded portion of a leaf.
branchlet – A division of a branch, smaller than the main branch.
calyx – The outer, lowermost series of perianth parts; the sepals taken collectively (pl. calyces).
cordate – Heart-shaped
entire – With margins that are smooth or nearly so along the entire leaf; not incised or serrate, for 
    example.
expressed – Elevated above a surface; compare with impressed.
fertile – Capable of producing flowers and fruit.
flower – The reproductive organ of a plant that bears stamens and/or pistils.
glabrate – Nearly without hairs.
glabrous – Hairless.
gland – A sessile or stalked structure that can secrete a fluid. 
glandular – bearing glands
impressed – Not flush with a surface, sunken in; compare with expressed.
incised – Deeply cut or divided.
inflorescence – The discrete flowering array or portion of a plant; a flower cluster.
lobed, lobate – Possessing lobes or with a lobed margin.
lobe – Any segment or division, particularly if blunt, but more developed than a tooth.
long-petiolate – Having a very long petiole.
petiole – The stalk of a leaf.
pistil – The female organ that comprises the ovary, style (when present), and stigma.
pubescent – Hairy.
sepal – A segment of the calyx.
stamen – Pollen-producing unit of the male portion of the flower, composed of an anther and filament.
sterile – Without flowers; incapable of reproducing sexually; referring to stems of a plant that will not 
    produce flowers.
strigulose – Finely pubescent
thorn – A reduced, sharply pointed branch or modified leaf, or remnant of such that originates below the 
epidermis cells.
tomentose – Densely pubescent with matted hairs.

Note: see the illustrated glossary of botanical terms for more information: 
http://conservationresearchinstitute.org/forms/CRI-FLORA-Glossary.pdf  
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